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Abstract: 
This study explores the integration of faith-based values within New Zealand's educational 
system, focusing on how Christian principles can enhance holistic learning in primary and 
secondary schools. Through qualitative and quantitative analysis, it examines the influence of faith 
on student engagement, motivation, and moral development, emphasising the role of faith in 
building character and preparing students for lifelong learning in a multicultural society.


Introduction: 
Education in New Zealand is increasingly focused on developing students' cognitive and 
emotional intelligence while fostering values that guide ethical decision-making. This thesis 
examines the synergy between education and faith, specifically within Christian values, as a 
means to enrich learning experiences and character development. The central premise is that 
faith-based principles can play a significant role in shaping students' moral and ethical 
frameworks while supporting their academic achievements.


Literature Review: 
Research on faith in education has shown that values-based learning can contribute to improved 
student outcomes (Smith, 2019). Studies suggest that integrating Christian principles in 
educational settings encourages traits such as empathy, resilience, and a sense of belonging 
(Jones, 2021). New Zealand's diverse cultural landscape offers a unique opportunity to study how 
faith-based education interacts with national curricula, promoting both inclusivity and individual 
development.


Methodology: 
This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining surveys of 150 teachers from faith-
based and secular schools with in-depth interviews of 30 educators experienced in integrating 
Christian values into their curriculum. Data were analysed to assess the impact of faith on student 
behaviour, engagement, and overall performance.


Results: 
Findings revealed that students in schools with faith-integrated curricula demonstrated higher 
levels of motivation and ethical awareness compared to their peers in secular institutions. 
Teachers reported that incorporating faith principles helped guide classroom discussions on moral 
dilemmas, fostering critical thinking skills and compassionate viewpoints.


Discussion: 
The results suggest that faith-based education significantly contributes to the development of 
students' moral and ethical reasoning. It was evident that when Christian values are integrated 
into teaching practices, they create a learning environment that supports both academic and 
personal growth. However, it is crucial to balance faith-based content with respect for diverse 
beliefs to maintain inclusivity in the classroom.




Conclusion: 
This study concludes that the integration of faith in education enhances not only the intellectual 
development of students but also their character and moral integrity. Future research should 
explore strategies to implement these principles in multicultural classrooms, ensuring that 
education remains inclusive and respectful of all backgrounds.



